
Enforcement Action Does Work  
(its just takes a little dedication, teamwork and 

perseverance) 
 

Shed for Bed and HMO a Case Study 
 

 
The Council received public complaints about unauthorised building works and 
multiple occupation of a semi-detached house. 
 
The Council issued a planning enforcement notice requiring cessation of the use of 
the Property as more than one residential unit, the removal of all fixtures, fittings and 
equipment associated with the unauthorised use and the removal of a shed for bed 
in the rear garden. 

 
The notice was not complied with and the Council continued to receive public 
complaint, but the property was occupied by vulnerable adults and owned by a 
company registered in the British Virgin Islands so further action proved difficult. 
 
The Council’s enforcement officers did not give up and carried out direct action, at 
the first opportunity, to demolish the shed for bed. The turbulence generated by this 
action and the debt that arose, together with some tenacious effort by the Council’s 
legal team, gave the Council further evidence of the owner’s interests in this country 
and made prosecution possible. 
 
The Council secured a restraint order preventing disposal of the property. 
 
The company and one of its directors pleaded guilty to breaches of the enforcement 
notice. They paid the £20,000 costs of the Council’s direct action, they were fined 
£15,000, they were ordered to pay £20,000 prosecution costs and they were 
ordered to pay £250,000, rent they had received since the enforcement notice had 
come into effect, into the public purse.  
 
The offenders were forced to sell the house to cover the cost of their misdoings 
house and it has now been restored to the delight of the community. 
 
The Council’s team is now able to recycle the resources it has recovered to address 
new worthy causes.  
 
Miscreants of Brent beware 
 

 
 
 
 



Appalling Living Conditions 

 
 

 



Direct Remedial Action  

 
 

 



 

 



Prosecution  

 

 


